
 
CITY OF IONIA 
Planning Commission 
April 11, 2007 
Regular Meeting Minutes 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Chairman John Milewski called the Regular Meeting of the 

City of Ionia Planning Commission to order at 4:04 PM. 
 
ROLL CALL: Roll Call revealed Commissioners David Cook, Mark 

Jennings, Gordon Kelley, Lynn Lafler, John Milewski, Ted 
Paton (arrived at 4:12 PM) and Evonne Ulmer present.    

 
 Staff present included City Manager Jason Eppler, 

Community Development Director Larry Harvey and 
Public Safety Officer Doug DeVries.   Tim Johnson, the 
City’s Planning Consultant, was also present. 

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA Chairman Milewski reviewed the agenda with the 

Commission.  He suggested that the request from Josh and 
Christa Hans regarding a fence permit be placed under 
Public Comment and that the matter of the City Council’s 
comments on the Neighborhood Stores amendment be 
placed under Old Business.   After review, it was moved by 
Commissioner Cook, seconded by Commissioner Lafler to 
approve the agenda as revised.   MOTION CARRIED. 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES The Commission reviewed the minutes of the March 14, 

2007 regular meeting.  After review, it was moved by 
Commissioner Ulmer, seconded by Commissioner Jennings 
to approve the minutes as presented.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS Mr. Josh Hans, 485 Rice Street, appeared before the 

Commission regarding his request for permission to install 
fencing in the front yards of his home located at the corner 
of Rice Street and Lincoln Avenue.  Mr. Hans explained 
that he and his family would like to fence in their yard for 
child safety purposes.  The fencing work is proposed to 
include a portion of the front yard on the Rice Street side of 
the lot as well as a portion of the Lincoln Avenue side of 
the lot.  He distributed a drawing for the Commission to 
review.  Mr. Hans also reported that he desires to install a 
6’ high chain link fence in the non-front yard area of the lot 
and desires permission to install a code compliant fence in 
the two referenced front yard areas of the lot.  
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 The City Manager reviewed with the Commission and Mr. 

and Mrs. Hans the requirements for front yard fencing 
contained in Chapter 1286.07 of the City Code.  Mr. Hans 
stated the types/styles of fences permitted by the City Code 
in the front yard are acceptable based on what he would 
like to achieve with the front yard fence (safety). 

 
 After discussion, it was moved by Commissioner Cook, 

seconded by Commissioner Lafler to approve the request 
from Mr. and Mrs. Josh Hans for permission to install code 
compliant (Section 1286.07 of the City Code) fencing in 
the front yards of their home located 485 Rice Street in 
accordance with the drawing dated April 11, 2007 with 
specific fencing type and style to be approved by the 
Development Director.   

 
 ROLL CALL VOTE: 
 
 Cook  Yes   Paton  Yes  
 Jennings Yes   Ulmer  Yes 
 Kelley  Yes   Milewski Yes 
 Lafler  Yes 
 MOTION CARRIED 
 
OLD BUSINESS Master Plan Update:  City Planning Consultant Tim 

Johnson was present to continue to review with the 
Commission the goals and action items contained in the 
2001 City Master Plan.  The Commission started its review 
of these items at the March meeting.  The purpose of the 
review is to determine which action items have been 
completed, which goals should remain in the updated plan 
and what new goals and action items should be added to the 
updated plan. 

 
 Areas of discussion during the meeting included the 

following: 
 
 Neighborhood Preservation and Quality:  Suggestions 

included the continuation of the historic themed light poles 
in more City neighborhoods; the need for additional 
regulations and standards for accessory structures; making 
the City more “walkable”; rental standards. 

 
 Historic Preservation:  Commissioners suggested that a 

renewed effort be placed in this area.  This includes  
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developing “practical” standards or regulations for 
preserving historic homes and buildings; and, having 
general statements regarding the need to encourage the 
preservation/appreciation of historic homes and 
neighborhoods. 

 
 Downtown Improvements:  Commissioners noted that 

several of the action items have been achieved and several 
are on-going.  The Commission requested that staff refer 
this section to the Downtown Development Authority 
Board of Directors for review and recommendation. 

 
 Free Fair Component:  Commissioners suggested that the 

updated plan contain a general policy statement regarding 
the City’s encouragement of the continuation of the fair and 
diversification of the use of the fair ground property and 
support the fair board’s efforts to develop and implement a 
master plan for the fair grounds. 

 
 Commissioner Lafler left the meeting at 5:10 PM. 
 
 Economic Development:  Commissioners suggested the 

removal of references to the truck routes; requested that 
action items focusing on the development of a business 
incubator, speculative building and expanded industrial 
park remain; and, reference efforts of Ionia County in the 
area of economic development. 

 
 Mr. Johnson explained that he use the recommendations of 

the Commission to develop an updated goals and action 
plan and present it to the Commission for review at its May 
meeting. 

 
 Proposed Amendment to the City Code – Neighborhood 

Stores:  Chairman Milewski stated that he attended the 
April 10th City Council meeting at which time the Council 
discussed the proposed Neighborhood Stores amendment to 
the City Code.  The Chairman reported that there was 
considerable debate on portions of the amendment and 
although the Council approved the first reading of the 
amendment, the Council requested that the Commission 
review certain components of the amendment.  Items for 
review included the following: 
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- Reference to drive-thru use may not cover all “drive-
up” options; 

- Hours of operation; 
- Number of locations in the City that would be eligible 

for the neighborhood store use; 
- Exterior appearance of a store; 
- Distance between potential stores. 

 
Commissioner Kelley and Development Director Harvey 
reviewed the City’s Act 51 street map with the 
Commission.  Currently, the amendment limits the 
neighborhood store use to corner lots on major streets as 
defined by the Act 51 map.  Both pointed out that 
considering these two criteria in addition to the fact that the 
neighborhood store use is only permitted in the R-1 zoning 
district, there are less than a dozen locations where a store 
could be placed.  Coupled with the fact that stores cannot 
be located closer than 1,000 feet from one another, there 
are less than a dozen sites around the City where a special 
land use permit could be granted for this type of use.  It was 
determined that after factoring minimum lot size and 
practical considerations it was determined that there are 
only two or three locations suitable for this use. 
 
In reviewing the other concerns of Council, the 
Commission determined that the amendment should be 
changed by revising the exterior appearance language to 
include certain residential development features, clarifying 
the drive-thru language and including a provision in the 
amendment that requires all retail activity to be conducted 
within the structure.   
 
The City Manager will revise the amendment based on the 
Commission’s recommendations and provide the updated 
version to Council for consideration at its May meeting. 
 
Housing Inspection Ordinances:  Chairman Milewski stated 
that based on the lateness of the hour, this agenda item will 
be delayed until the May meeting. 

 
NEW BUSINESS None 
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COMMISSIONER COMMENTS None 
  
ADJOURNMENT Upon a motion by Commissioner Cook, seconded by 

Commissioner Ulmer, the meeting was adjourned at 6:08 
PM.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Jason Eppler 
City Manager/Recording Secretary 
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